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M ary Deloris Masters passed away Monday October 8th, 2018 at the HCI

Hospice Kavanaugh House in Des Moines, Iowa. She was a resident of
Appanoose County, Iowa.

Mary was born at home, south of Brazil, Iowa to Giacinto Carlo and Maddalena (Goffo)
Marchello. Her family moved to the William Felkner farm in 1932, farming in the summer and

owning and operating Big 5 Coal mine. She attended Silknitter country school and Centerville
High School, graduating in 1948.

After graduation she moved to Kansas City, Missouri to work at the Jones Store as a cashier, living
with older sister Dominica (Billie) and her husband John Mitchell. While there she met Robert
Clark, who was stationed at the Olathe Naval Air Station. They married September 23, 1949, and

their first son was born in Kansas City, Kansas.

After Roberts assignment to the USS Gearing of the Atlantic Fleet, their second son was born in
Centerville during the move. The family lived on Simerly Creek Tennessee and Portsmouth,

Virginia during this time. Following Roberts severe back injury and medical discharge from the
navy, they moved to Centerville in August of 1955.

Farming was a big part of family life from then on. They operated a dairy, raised hogs, sold eggs
and broilers, switched to a beef herd and rented row crop ground during the early years. She did
chores, drove tractors, baled hay and all the various things necessary to keep things operating

smoothly.

In addition to the normal farm work she worked retail, starting at the Spurgeons store for $.35 per

hour. Over the years she also worked at the Double R Dairy Bar, Sniders and J.C. Pennys Store
from 1983 to 1998. Big gardens and kids activities filled up the days and years after work was
done.
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She was active in the community supporting her kids and the community. Those activities
include membership and officers positions in the PTA, Band Mothers, Choraleer Mothers as well

as many committee positions over the years. She was a volunteer in the Democratic Party, a Poll
worker for close to fifty years, township clerk for nearly fifty years, a member of the Appanoose

County Historical Society, St Williams and St Marys Church, met for over sixty years with high
school friends for lunch, and other activities.

In addition, she gave much more than the above to her family and friends. Mary and Robert were

divorced. Later, when she married Gary Masters, and she gained two more children.

She is survived by sons: Robert Bradley Clark (Mary) of West Des Moines: Bruce Allan Clark

(Cathy) of Centerville; Bryon Keith Clark (Margaret) of Sherman, TX; daughter Brenda Masters of
Cedar Rapids; and son Jeff Masters ( Janet) of Cedar Rapids; 11 grandchildren: Jennifer Clark (Jake)
Bates; Seth Clark (Megan); Michael Clark (Molly); Megan Clark (Colby) Law; Nathan Clark;

Natasha Clark (Terry) Schnathorst; Eric Clark (Jaymie); Gerald Clark; Charlotte Masters; Gus
Masters; Ike Masters; 5 great grandchildren and one on the way: nieces Josephine Balagna; Patty
Mitchel (David) Baumgartner; and many great nieces, nephews and cousins and special friends

the Schmidts.

She was Predeceased by her parents; and siblings: Margaret Pomatto Balagna, Giacomo Pomatto,

and Dominca Marchello Mitchell. A Celebration of Life Service will be held at 11:00AM, Saturday,
October 20, 2018 at Lange Funeral Home and Crematory in Centerville with Father Bill
Hubmann officiating.

A visitation will take place Saturday, October 20, 2018 at Lange Funeral Home in Centerville, with
the family greeting friends from 9:00-11:00AM. Burial will be at Oakland Cemetery in

Centerville. A memorial will be established to the EveryStep Hospice, formerly known as HCI
Hospice, and may be mailed to Lange Funeral Home, 1900 South 18th Street, Centerville, Iowa
52544.

Condolences may be shared online at www.langefh.com.
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Thomas Funeral Home posted:

October 21 at 12:21 PM

Thomas Funeral Home shared an album called Obituary Wall.

October 13 at 12:49 PM

RP Ronda Wood Peek30 lit a candle in honor of Mary.

Lit a candle in memory of Mary D. Masters

October 17 at 7:00 PM

ES Expression Of Sympathy posted:

A Tropical Dish Garden with Fresh Flowers was ordered on October 17, 2018

October 16 at 7:00 PM

FH Frank Hodge posted:

To Eric Clark and Family, I would also like to express my sincerest sympathies in the passing of your

grandmother.

October 15 at 7:00 PM

MK Mollee Kauzlarich posted:

Brad, Bruce, and Bryon, I'm so sorry to hear of your mother's passing. I hope you and your families

find peace in your memories of happy times.Deloris and your dad were great friends to my parents

and I have many happy memories of our get togethers. Whether camping at the pond, the bean

feeds, politicking or keeping watch over the deer herd in the neighborhood, the stories are endless! I

will miss her very much.

October 12 at 7:00 PM
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DK Dan And Carol Pickard Kelley posted:

Brad and Family,Our sympathy to you in the passing of your mom. We will always remember her

fantastic laugh and the chats we had at Penney's back in the day. She was a fun and energetic

lady!Peace be with you at this sad time.

October 10 at 7:00 PM

SN Stephen Kawaguchi, Jean Rosevear & Nathan posted:

Eric, please accept condolences from myself and my family. I never met your grandmother, but she

sounded like a wonderful lady. I hope that there's some comfort in knowing that she passed on

surrounded by loved ones, and knowing that she was loved. That's all we can hope for.

October 9 at 7:00 PM

ES Expression Of Sympathy posted:

A Designers Choice was ordered on October 10, 2018

October 9 at 7:00 PM

DL Dennis & Beverly Sisul Laurson posted:

Dear Bruce, and Family,Mary was such a special lady, we will miss her. With Deepest Sympathy that

someone so special will not be forgotten. The happy times you could never regret and the memories

will live on forever.

October 8 at 7:00 PM
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Thomas Funeral Home shared a photo to the Obituary Wall album. October 13 at 12:49 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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